
Local Notices 

 

by M. Mc Caughan 

...The beaches of Alabama and Florida 
lie empty after the BP pipeline explo-
sion which killed eleven people and poi-

soned huge tracts of US coastline. 

 Local fishermen have lost their liveli-
hoods as the shrimp and oysters which 
sustained generations of fishermen have 

vanished.  

BP has admitted improper well design, 
flawed maintenance and early danger 

signals overlooked by engineers.  

Meanwhile Mayo fisherman Pat O’Donnell is 
serving a seven-month prison sentence for rais-
ing the alarm on a high pressure gas project 
which threatens to pollute and destroy Broad-
haven Bay, a fishing zone protected by EU 
law but vulnerable to an Irish government 
which has abandoned all pretense of protect-

ing citizens and their livelihoods. 

 Pat O’Donnell and his son Jonathan could 
have cashed in on the oil and gas give-
away by simply looking the other way when 
the Solitaire laid the offshore pipeline, earning 
a tidy €300,000 for their co-operation. The 
O’Donnell family view the sea as far more 
than a source of income – it is a way of life 
and a renewable asset which must be pro-
tected for future generations. It is time to say 
enough -it will be too late when the bay has 

died. 

Drilling in Scruwaddacon Bay imminent 

With O’Donnell in jail Environment Minis-
ter John Gormley has approved an ap-
plication by Shell to drill up to 80 bore-
holes in Sruwaddacon estuary, a candi-

date special area of conservation (SAC) 

Minister Lenihan signs away all Irish 

gas and oil 

 In addition Minister of Natural Re-
sources Conor Lenihan has approved the 
opening up of Ireland’s entire Atlantic 
seabed for exploration, once more en-
trusting precious natural resources to 

companies operating solely for profit. 
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Broadhaven Bay twinned with Gulf of Mexico 

FREE! 
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"The sea has been very good to the com-
munity here, to the people of Erris, it kept 
us going in the hard times.  That's why I 
wouldn't want if destroyed, polluted - the 
threat of pollution would be something I'd 

be very worried about." 

 - Pat O'Donnell, at his homeplace of  

Porturlin in the Spring of 2009. 

 Feile Na Seachtana, Beal An Mhuirthead 

 From Friday, 13th August to 
Wednesday, 18th August Belmullet 

certainly is the place to be! 

The Annual Heritage Day, Workshops, Dog 
Show, Cryptic Tour of Erris, an action 

packed Family Day 

Look forward to : The Declan Nearney 
Band, The Erris Players, The Strawboys, 
MS Togher, The Duets, Busking and Trips 
to the Inishkea Islands and much, much 

more. 

 For Information, booking or a brochure  

Tel: 086 7376998 

E-mail:belmulletfestival@hotmail.com 

Margadh Feirmeoiri Iorrais Famers Market 

Venue: The Square, Béal an Mhuirthead 

Time: 11- 2pm every Saturday 

For locally grown & produced foods; 
fresh fish, shellfish, seaweeds, carrageen 
jellies, free range hen & duck eggs, 
homebaking, in season vegetables, jams 
and preserves, and a wide range of 

other seasonal  & craft products. 

Margadh Feirmeoiri Iorrais always wel-
comes new and different additional pro-
ducers who might like to become part of 
the market on a full time or part time 
basis.  All produce sold is produced or 
grown locally by the trader who sells it. 

Campaí Samhraidh Iorrais / Summer Camps 

 The committee of Campaí Samhraidh Iorrais 
organises summer camps through the medium of 
Irish throughout the Erris area with the assistance 
of funding it receives from The Department of 
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs under 
the scheme Scéim na gCampaí Samhraidh 
d’Aos Óg na Gaeltachta.   The aim of the 
camps, which are targeted at children in the six 
to twelve year age group, is to encourage them 
to speak Irish in an enjoyable environment.  The 
week-long programme of activity includes 
sports, art, crafts, traditional dancing, singing, 
board games, a quiz and barbeque.  This year 
camps will be held at Gleann an Chaisil (19th 
July to 23rd July – to be confirmed), Eachléim 
(26th to 30th July), Ceathrú Thaidhg (26th to 30th 
July, including children from Ros Dumhach) and 
Barr na Trá (3rd to 7th August, including children 
from Inbhear).  Tá tuilleadh eolais le fáil ó 
Threasa ag 097 88082 nó dunchao-

chain1@eircom.net. 

 

Féile Lúnasa 

Féile Lúnasa, a community festival celebrating 
the heritage, culture and sporting tradition of 
Cill Chomáin, will be held in various venues 
throughout the parish between the 30th July and 
8th of August.  The festival programme will in-
clude a football tournament, a photographic 
exhibition, a heritage walk, music, song and 
dance sessions, bingo mór, a sports day with 
novelty events to suit all age groups including 
the wheelbarrow race, sack and three-legged 
race, wellington throw, guess the weight, potato 
picking, tug-of-war and much more!!  The event 
is organised by Cumann Lúthchleas Gael Chill 
Chomáin, Comhar Dún Chaocháin Teo and 
Coiste Ghlór na nGael Ceathrú Thaidhg.  For a 

copy of the festival programme or fur-
ther information please contact Treasa on 
097 88082 / 087 1251642 or Michelle 

on 097 87944 / 086 4075057.  

In connection with The National Street Feast 
Initiative there will be a day of free food and 
plenty of fun for everyone on the 18th of July. 

Look out for more details coming soon! 

http://www.streetfeast.ie/ 
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Foreshore License Granted 

without local consent. 

Borehole Drilling Imminent 
Shell are planning to undertake a large 
amount of drilling works, up to 80 bore-
holes, in Sruwaddacon Estuary over this 
summer. Sruwaddacon is a Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC) and a Specially 
Protected Area (SPA), and over 200 ob-
jections were sent in to the granting of 
this licence, but that doesn't seem to mat-
ter to John Gormley, the 'Green' Minister 
who gave the permission recently Scru-
waddacon Estuary is a particularly impor-
tant bird habitat, with Ringed Plover and 
Brent Geese just some of the protected 
species who spend parts of the year in the 
area – it has been particularly busy this 
summer. Despite this, Minister  John Gorm-
ley, responsible for the Environment seems 
to think that turning the Estuary into a work 
site with two huge drilling platforms will 
have no effect on the wildlife. 
In order to drill the boreholes,   large 
drilling platforms will be brought in, and 
this means that for every borehole drilled, 
2-4 square metres of the estuary will be 
damaged – this could add up to 320 
square metres damaged by Shell's works. 
 
On Wednesday 23rd June, Shell circu-
lated a letter giving notice that the bore-
hole drilling would commence "in the 
coming days". The relevant authorities 
have disgraced themselves by permitting 
this – it should not be allowed to happen. 

Getting ready for the  

drilling season! 

Maura Harrington was jailed coin-
ciding with the announcement by Shell of the 
start of borehole drilling in Sruwaddacon.  Ms 
Harrington was arrested as she was leaving a 

funeral in her home town of Doohoma.   

Terence Conway said: “Maura Harring-
ton has been a resolute opponent to 

Shell, and it is clear to everyone in this 
area that the Gardai have gone out of 

their way to persecute her because she 

has been such an effective campaigner.” 

On their bike trip, one of their stops 
was Castlerea Prison, where two brave 
men are imprisoned for refusing to bend 
their knee to Shell. Ceol at Castlerea fea-
tured Mickey Coleman, Jimi Cullen, and the 
Bike ride céilí group, and made a real show 
of solidarity for Pat O'Donnell and Niall Har-

nett on the other side of the walls. 

Speaking of Niall, we received a lovely 
phone call over the weekend from him, 
which was broadcast over some loud-
speakers to all his friends at the gather-
ing in Glengad. It was great to have him 
at his favourite event of the year, and he 
spoke about having been given hope in 
our ability to make political change when 

he first met many of the people in Mayo. 

Niall and Pat, ye're badly missed – 

please write to them in Castlerea. 

The Rossport Solidarity Camp is now set 
up for the summer in Glengad – call in 

for a chat and a cupán tae! -by St. John 

 

Rossport Solidarity June Gather-
ing  2010 Rossport Solidarity June 

Gathering was a huge success, with a 
crowd of over 250 people, loads of 
really interesting workshops, a great 
party, and beautiful sunshine. Some of 
the workshop highlights included re-
flections on 10 years of the campaign, 
looking at local archaeology, and a 
talk on the fight against an open-cast 
coal mine in Merthyr Tydfil, Wales. 
We also had a community inspection 
of the illegal pipe which didn't quite 
manage to uncover the pipe, but a 
good day was had by all nonetheless! 
The gathering sent out a powerful mes-
sage highlighting the continuing 

strength of the resistance to Shell. 

One of the best features of 
the weekend was the arrival 
of the amazing Merthyr to 
Mayo bike ride, that rode for 
two weeks to be here for the gather-
ing, and were joined by the Madrid to 
Mayo crew, who came from even fur-
ther! Their colourful caravan up the 
west coast spread the message about 
communities fighting fossil fuel extrac-
tion. They distributed information, 
hosted bike repair workshops and 
made new links and friends all along 
the way.  And they were met with mas-
sive quantities of tea and scones at 
Mary Horan's house in Glenamoy, a 

perfect end to their journey! 

"Oil has generated an estimated 

US$600 billion since the 1960s. De-

spite this, many people in the oil-

producing areas have to drink, cook 

with and wash in polluted water, and 

eat fish contaminated with oil and 

other toxins."  

 - Amnesty International report dated 

June 30th 2009, relating to the Niger 

Delta, where Royal Dutch Shell is the 

main operator 

    Minister for the Environment John Gorm-
ley has initiated a review of planning policies 

in six local authority areas. 

Why is Mayo Council not amongst them  

? 

 

Links and resources: 

www.corribgas.net 

www.shelltosea.com 

www.mayogasinfo.com 

http://www.frontlinedefenders.org/files/

en/corrib_gas_report.pdf 

900 prisoners will be on temporary  

release to relieve the overcrowding 

of  Irish Prisons. 

Why are Pat O’ Donnell and Niall 

Harnett NOT amongst them  

? 

The Frontline international foundation 
for the protection of human rights defend-

ers, which was founded in Dublin in 2001 

and is supported by Irish Aid, recently 
published a report by barrister Brian Bar-

rington . 

His report finds  that residents protest-

ing peacefully on health and safety 

grounds about the gas project have the 

right to be described as “human rights 

defenders” under United Nations 

-Human Rights? My Granny!- 

Padraic Cosgrove, Chairman Pro Gas Mayo  

on Newstalk’s  ‘The Right Hook’ Radio Programme 


